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PONDERINGS FROM PASTOR MARKS

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  Amen.”

“And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him.”  Mark 1:10

As I write this short message, it is the middle of January and December seems just like a memory. The month was filled with
incredible celebrations of the gifts of community, music, worship, service and family, all in the spirit of the birth of the Christ
child. Now as we have already begun to lean into the new year and the winter months of January, February and March the
first story that scripture lifted up for us was the Baptism of Jesus in the waters of the Jordan. Now sadly we were iced out 
that weekend — but it was a day for each of us to remember our own baptisms as we began the new year. I certainly don’t
remember anything about my baptism but what this story helps each of us to remember and embrace is that we have been
baptized. What does this mean? We have been washed in the waters and marked with the Cross of Christ forever. We are
members of the body of Christ and claimed by our faith community for the work of living into God’s good grace. 

When our life gets so busy or difficult, it is easy to fall away from the promises made in our baptism. We struggle with 
the difficult realities of life, doubts and questioning and can even at times struggle with our relationship with the church 
or with God. 

With a New Year, a new start. You are invited to come share with the community of St. John’s as we worship God, celebrate our
joys together and care for one another in the difficult times of life. 

Your sister in Christ

Pastor Margaret Marks

February 4th Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

February 11th Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

February 14th Ash Wednesday  
Services at 12:15 pm and 7:30 pm

February 18th First Sunday in Lent

February 25th Second Sunday in Lent

March 4th Third Sunday in Lent!

March 11th Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 18th Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 25th Palm/Passion Sunday

Holy Week
March 29th Maundy Thursday with foot washing

Service at 7:30 pm

March 30th Good Friday
Services at 12 noon at Methodist Church
7:30 pm Tenebrae Service

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH

9:00 am Traditional Worship — 11:15 am Jazz/Swing Band Led Worship
10:15–11:00 am Sunday Church School



Baptism:
11/19/2017 Ryan Alexander Cusmina, Son of David and Caren Cusmina

New Members 
Received 10/29/2017 David and Caren Cushmina

Carol Glassman
Robert (Bob) and Myrtle Garner
Doug Hauser

PASTORAL ACTS

• Finance Committee began our meeting with a
representative of PNC sharing with us about our
investments.

• Finance Committee went over the projected 
2018 Spending plan.

• Worship and Music Committee shared plans for
Lent 2018 which include a new time for the Soup 
Suppers (6:30 pm) Two services on Ash Wednesday 
(12:15 pm and 7:30 pm) and foot washing at
Maundy Thursday Service.

THE COUNCIL OF ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
INVITES YOU TO ATTEND OUR ANNUAL MEETING 

SUNDAY JANUARY 28, 2018
FOLLOWING THE 10:00 AM SERVICE (ONE SERVICE ONLY)

Brunch:
(Bring your favorite breakfast casserole or other brunch goodies)

Meeting follows to: 
• Approve 2018 Spending Plan
• Elect new council members
• Approve changes to the Constitution
• Other business that is lifted up by members

• Social Ministry for Lent includes
collecting money for solar lights and piglets through ELCA
Good Gifts.

• Nominating Committee: Frank Neuman (1st –3year term)
Lois Gibbs, Obie O’Brien and Rich Oberle (2nd-3 year term).

• Fellowship: Bingo game on Friday February 9th.

• Old Business: Pat looked into cost of getting cameras for
our buildings.

•New Business: Annual Meeting Sunday January 28th. One
service at 10:00 am followed by brunch and Annual Meeting.

COUNCIL ANNUAL PLANNING RETREAT
On Saturday, February 17th, the Council of St. John’s
Lutheran Church will meet to do planning and dreaming for
2018-2019. Time for the retreat is 9 am to 12 pm. If you have
an idea you would like the council to look at, please email
Pastor at peggy_marks@comcast.net.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES
First Communion classes for children in 2nd grade and up
will be held after Easter. Please let Pastor Marks know if your
child will be participating. Time for the class will be
determined after I know who is in the class. Please email
Pastor at peggy_marks@comcast.net.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM COUNCIL MEETING

Brief Notes from January 2018 Council Meeting

CLASSIFIED

HELP NEEDED WITH CRADLE ROLL
When a baby is baptized at St. John’s they are placed on our cradle roll until they are of Sunday School age.
What is a cradle roll? It is a 3 year program of material regarding a child’s spiritual and physical growth. Pamplets are sent to
parents every 3 months along with a calendar and other material to help parents in raising their child. 

Needed: A co-ordinator who is willing to send the material out to the parents. Stamps and envelopes are provided! Interested?
Please speak to Pastor Marks or email me at peggy_marks@comcast.net. This is done in the comfort of your own home! 



We would like to let you know what your committee has planned as we come into the Lenten and Easter
Season. Can you believe it's that time already?

February 4th — Pastor will be away and service will be led by Ken Weaver, no communion. 
February 14th — Ash Wednesday and we will have 2 services for the disposition of ashes. We will have an afternoon
service, to be announced in the church bulletin and in the weekly email (stay tuned for that) and our traditional evening 
Ash Wednesday Service at 7:30 pm.  
February 21st — The first of our Lenten Soup Suppers that will continue until Holy Week. We decided to have the time of
the dinner changed to begin at 6:30 pm, the thought being that 6:30 pm will give the folks that want to attend a little more
time to get there.  Invite a neighbor, a friend or another family member, our soups are plentiful and wide in variety, along with
side dishes and best of all desserts. It is such a good time to sit in fellowship with one another. 
March 25th —  Palm Sunday I am confident that Janice and Ken will have a  wonderful music program to share with all of
us, you may even be asked to participate. 
March 29th — Maundy Thursday we will have Holy Communion and strip the altar in preparation for Good Friday
March 30th — Good Friday for the Tennebrae Service, a solemn and meaningful time.
April 1st — Easter Sunday (no kidding) there will be 2 services at the usual times, 9:00 am and 11:15 am.

We hope you will be able to make some or all of the services or suppers planned. 

Blessings,

The Worship and Music Committee 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE

Solar-Powered Lanterns 
In sub-Saharan Africa, only 19 percent
of rural households have access to electricity. 
Without a reliable source of light, it’s difficult for children
and families to walk home, read, study or complete 
other household tasks without burning costly fuel and
breathing in dangerous fumes. A portable, solar-charged
lantern is a perfect solution. Let that little light shine!

Cost: $30.00 buys a solar-powered lantern

Piglets 
Just $30.00 can provide a piglet to a family in need.
When this little piggy grows up, she will give birth to as
many as 16 piglets each year. Pigs help fertilize fields,
provide food to eat and can be sold at market for much
needed income. What a big difference a pig can make!
Piglet coin banks will be available for each family!

Cost: $30.00 buys a piglet

STEWARDSHIP

Boy Scout Troop #234
Scout Sunday Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, February 4th   •    8 AM to12 PM
Education Bldg.

Enjoy a delicious breakfast — either before or
after worship — and support our scouts.

Back by popular demand . . .

ST. JOHN’S BINGO!
Friday, February 9th •   7 PM   •   Education Bldg.

Let’s show the LOVE. 
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner. 

• Bring a donation for the Monroe Township food pantry —
sharing is caring.

• It’s free to play and all ages are welcome.
• Play cupid and bring a “love-ly,” pink elephant gift 
• Ask a friend (or two) because everyone loves BINGO.
• Share a snack/BYOB — optional

FELLOWSHIP



EVANGELISM



September 2017, Ken Weaver and I decided we would commit ourselves to blocking out 3+ hours every
Saturday morning for the next 2 years to take Diakonia classes. "Diakonia" is a Greek word that translates,
"to serve". The classes are being held at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in Oaklyn, NJ and each class is a held
over a 5–6 week period. 

Our first class began Sept 6th and was the first class of five. The class was taught by Pastor Nelson Rabell-Gonzalez and the
subject was the New Testament.  Pastor Nelson was so very informative and taught us so much. We learned the genre of the
New Testament was the Epistles (Letters) and the Apcolyptic (Revelation). The name Jesus in Greek is the same as Joshua in
Hebrew and both translate as "SALVATION". There were other words that had double meaning, such as, baptism could mean
being marked with the cross of Christ or could mean circumcision. Some of the Gospels were written several hundred years
after Jesus' death and resurrection, up until then they were stories recounted verbally until someone wrote them down.

Our second class was led by Pastor Michael Ronning. This class was about early church history. The language spoken from
Rome and West was Latin and East of Rome everyone spoke Greek. If you think we are political now, delve into the history 
of the early church, that was a huge eye opener for both of us. 

The third class was led by Pastor David Stoner. If you want enthusiasm and passion this is the man to teach you about the
Early images of the Life of the Church.  He explained to us that, St. Peter believed that to be a follower of Christ you had to
abide by Jewish rule, be circumcised, follow Jewish laws both in your actions and dietary law. St. Paul said the Greek
community that he was sent to tell of Jesus would not and should not conform to Jewish laws, circumcision and dietary
guidelines. We spoke extensively of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor and martyr, a difficult but very interesting read. 
Life Together is the title of the book. 

All three pastors were incredibly knowledgeable and it was and has been a sheer pleasure to be taught by them. 

We have completed one quarter of the scheduled classes over the two year period.  We are looking forward to the next class. 

Ken Weaver and Betsey Eley

DIAKONIA

AFTERNOON TEA

No Afternoon Tea in February and March during Lent. Next Tea will be April 18th.

2017  m  St. John’s Steeple Painting

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH PHOTO GALLERY



ST. JOHN’S CHURCH PHOTO GALLERY

2017  m  Holiday Craft Show

2017  m  Christ in Life Award



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

Pastor: 
The Rev. Margaret M. Marks

Administrative Coordinator:
Pat Reed

Organist/Music Director
Director of Bell Choirs: 

Janice Smith

Band Director: 
Ken Weaver

Sexton:
Betsey Eley

Webmaster:
Rich Oberle
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH PHOTO GALLERY

2017  m  St. John’s Christmas Concert


